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During the Second Waorkd War, nearly lour thousand B-28 “Super-
fortrassas™ ware constructed, but the inewntable ranvapes ol prodonged combe
and tachnical obsodescense reduced thelr numiber 1o & mere handlel of aircrai
situated throughout the United Siates. Many ol Lhe rermaining B-£595 are dis
played im aviation museums dedcaled 1o the preservation of sviation history
A visit to one of thess inslitutions will prosesds you wath & unigue nsight eio
this farmed Bosaing heavy bomi

The arcrafi depicted in the dicrama described in the precading pages
curréntly in storage at the Siver Hill restoration facidity that i part of the
Mational Ar and Space Museum n Washington, DG Though the "Enola Gay™
= in storage, aviation emthusists hope that f willl be placed on public display W
the future. Shown in the accompanying photograph. “Bockscar™ s tha B-Z9
thal dropped the neclear weapon on Nagasaki in 1945 This aircraft = 8 popu-
bar attraction &t the United States A Force Museum situation adjacent fo
YWrghi-Fatterson Ar Force Baze in Fairborn, Ohin, Specially modified 1o anable
wisilors to walk through the intenor, a B-29 fuselage & also displayed that wall
b of partscwlar mtenest 1o modelers planning 1o super detail their modets. In
Whindsor Locks, Comnectiout, members of the Bradley &Air Museum have pre-
gerved a B-ZU9A. The Florence &ir and Messile Moussum lncated in Florenos
South Carolina hawve two veterans of the Pacific bombing campaign of YWorkd
War Il on deplay, and a amiar B-29 is on the grounds of the Strategic Asro-
epace Mageum located i Bellevwse, Nebraska

Members of the Pima Air Mussum are currently restoring el another
twantieth air force “Superiorirest’” Part of an imposing array of aircraft. this
B- 259 will b= finished in an suthentic World War Two paind schame. Situate on
the soullwrn boundsry of DaveE-Maonthan &ir Force Base mear Tocson
zomna, the Pima Air Museum & one of the maost rapidly growing avial,
ceums o Ihe United States

The B-29 “Superforiresz” maintained by tha famad Confederate Air Fonee
hes the detincion of Beang the only airwocthy B-29 in existenoe. Located in
Harlingan, §2xes, 8 wigi 10 the Confederate Air Force s truly sxperignca. IF you
are forfunate anough (o see ther B-29, nicknamed “Fifii in flight, you well
agree that this grest sidver bird & truhy Sese-mspiring
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Undoubtedly, you will agree thal dioramas are an
excallent way to display your latest model, & scale mode
aircraft placed in a realistic setting will surely evoke a
great deal of interest from your friends,

This dicrama depicts the historic pre-dawn launch of
the “Enola Gay"” in August of 1945, Like the B-24 "Liber
ator” diorama shown in a previous Moenogram disrama
sheet, this creation is based on an actual evant in the past
that has been documented in books and photographs
The availability of such information will enable you Lo Son
firm specific details of the scene that you are modeling
A5 with any diorama that you create, the advance
ning that you do will greatly enhance the effectivence of
your final creation. Most 1/48th scale Monogram ar
craft kite contain scale figures that are ideal for dicramas
depicting scenes from the Korean and Second Waorld War
Even though these figures are probably the smallest tems
N your dhorama, they are instrumental in I‘""l-_"lk.ll'l-u WU r
digrama a fascinaling “attention-gelter) If you desire, you
can repesibion the heads, arms and begs of your figures to
hezegphten Lhe interest i your finished diorama. Positon
your figures 5o that they are pointing 1o or looking at ob-
jecis and actindtmes that YL wani o emphasiee

Ground suppoart vehicles similar to the racked Low
tractor found in the B-24 kit, and 1/48 scale armor kits
available in your local hobby shop, are great Tar adding 1o
the realism of your dicrama. The Jeeps seen in the accom-
panying photographs are Bandai kits avalable o bhobby
shops that specialize in armor models. The figures in the
Jeeps wera included in the Bandai kit, and are ideally
suited for this particular dicrama. Consult the congtruction
details for information cancerning the portable light wnit

The diorama base was constructed from a 3/4"
thick panel of particle board. This is more desirable as a
hase in that it is less apl 1o warp than a similar phywood
base, Because our base was lighted, 17 x 2" sides were
added 1o conceal the wiring The edges of the base were
trirmmied with paper-thin strips of walnut veneer ave
at your local hardware store, While researching w.
aspects of the "Enola Gay” fhight, our modeler discovered
that the sprawling airfield on Tinian was constructed of
pulverized coral soaked with heavywaight ail. To dupli-
cate this surface, the base was coated with white glue
and sprinkled with N gauge railroad ballast. When dry
the excess ballast was removed and stains were added
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ugsing thinned acrylics to simulate stains from engine oil
and hydravlic Tlyid

Though the exterior appearance of the B-29 i ths
cicwama follows the changes outlined o model the "Encla
Gay. the major modifications to the mircraft are inbernal,
Fibre optics strands, available in many scientilic hobby
shops, were cut to length and fitted to the intarior to simu-
late cockpit and formation lights. If you are unfamiliar with
tibre aptics, they are wary thin, but durable plastic strands
capable of transmitting light, In thes application. 28 single
twelve-voll bulb was mountad in the bomb bay, and the
fiore strands leading to the cockpit and wing tips were
gathered into a single bundle and terminated in front of
the light mounted in the forward bomb bay. The mount
for the light source was fashioned from two-ply illustra-
tion board, and the bomb bay was lined with aluminwm foil
to increase the intensity of the light source, The aluminem
foil also insulates the plastic from the heat generated by
the light bulk. The pilat's, co-pilot’s, and fight engineer's
consoles were drilled with a miniature modeling drill, amnd
the ends of the fibre optics strands were glued in place

The girfield light towers are made for HO modal ral
ropad layouts. They can be purchased wired and ready to
maunt from hobby shops that carry model railroad com-
ponents, The operating ght lowers and fibre optics lay
oul within the aircraft are optional. If you desire to wire
WORLIF diorama, and are gnfamebar with electrical w|ring,
ask a model railroader for assstance. The airfield lights
and bomb bay lamp are wired in a singla parallel circuit

s connecled o a small twelvewvolt model railroad
lranstormer. The Iransfiormer 15 mounted on the inside of
the base, and has an electrical plug that fits into a wall
sockel, |F you desire, an on-off switch and a rheostat that
will ernable you to dim the ights can be added to the basic
circuil, The lighting system utilized in this diorama is op-
teznal, and can be omitted if you desire.

& special problem that you will encounter when build
ing a large, tricycle gear aircratl, such as the B-29, is that
the model is usually tail heavy. Quite often, weight can be
added to the nose area, bul, even that is impractical with
glass-nosed bombers, A% you will note in the congtruction
details, 8 machinge screw was mounted in one of the nose
wheels. Drill a corresponding hole in the diorama base
tor the screw 1o fit through. Mot only will this type of
mounting increase the ease with which which your fin
ished diorama can be maved, but if you decide to alectaly
your model as shown, il will be significantly easier 1o re-
place a burned-out bulb in the forward bomb bay
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